
St. Denis & St. Lawrence
R O M A N C A T H O L I C C H U R C H

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD – JANUARY 4, 2026

St. Denis Parish St. Lawrence Parish

135 N. Winchester, Benton, MO 63736
PO Box 127, Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3864
Web: www.stdenisbenton.org

1001 State Highway A, New Hamburg, MO
PO Box 247, Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3317
Web: www.stlnh.org

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Belken

Office Manager: Lisa Spalding, lisa@stdenisbenton.org
Bookkeeper: Marilyn Burford
Parish Council President: Jeff Diebold

Office Manager: Billy Ray Johnson, billyray@stlnh.org
Maintenance: Henry Beussink & Gerard Dirnberger
Parish Council President: Gary Reischman

St. Denis School Sacraments

105 N. Winchester
Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3017
Web: stdenisbenton.eduk12.net
Email: lindsy@stdenisbenton.org

Principal: Lindsy Wikle
School Board President: Mr. Glenn Collom

Saint Denis
Mass: Sunday at 7:00am and 10:00am

Wednesday-Friday at 8:00am
Confessions: Tuesday @ 7:00pm or by appt.

Saint Lawrence
Mass: Saturday at 4:00pm and Sunday at 8:30am

Tuesday at 6:00pm and Wednesday at 7:00am
Confessions: Saturday @ 3:15pm or by appt.

ALL SCHOOLS MASS AT NOTRE DAME REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

mailto:lindsy@stdenisbenton.org


MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Tues

Wed.

Thu.

Fri.           

Sun.

Sun.

6

7-8am

8- 8am 

9-8am

11- 7am

11- 10am    

Adoration 7-9pm

Kenny Ross

Jeff Riley

Clara LeGrand

Alex & Vera Burger

Parish Family

LITURGICAL ROLES

Sunday January 11, 7:00am

Lector:

EM:

Servers:

 

Greet \ Gifts:

Christy LeGrand

Rita Milam

Nora & Jonah Hann,

Emmalyn Care

Brad & Rita Milam

Sunday January 11, 10:00am

Lector:

EM:

Servers:

 

Greet \ Gifts:

Stacy Marshall

Stacy Marshall

Payton & Rylan Simmons

Daniel King

Stacy Marshall, Karen Powers

Parish Stewardship
The Week of December 28, 2025

Envelopes:

Loose:

Total Collection:

Weekly Est .Budget 

Difference:

$7,237.00

$160.50

$7,397.50

$5,009.00

+$2,388.50

SAINT DENIS PARISH SAINT LAWRENCE PARISH

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.

Sat.

Sun.

6- 6pm    

7- 7am                 

8- 7am

9-7am  

10-4pm

11-8:30am                 

Herb & Virginia Essner

Joe, Theresa & Karl Westrich

Alex & Vera Burger

No Mass

Gerard Essner

Parish Family

LITURGICAL ROLES

Saturday January 10, 4:00pm

Lector \ EM:

Musician:

Cantor:

Gifts:

Servers:

Ushers:

Shannon Schumer

Krista Kluesner

Krista Kluesner

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Glastetter

Drew, Kinsey and Ty Essner

Ushers are now Volunteer

Sunday January 11, 8:30am 

Lector / EM:

Musician:

Cantor:

Gifts:

Servers:

Ushers:

Gary Reischman

Krista Kluesner

Krista Kluesner

Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Glastetter

Leigha & Tucker Estes,

Saylor & Tucker Dirnberger

Ushers are now Volunteer

Parish Stewardship
The Week of December 28, 2025

Envelopes:

Loose:

Online:

Total Collection:

$3,463.00

$236.00

$450.00

$4,154.00

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

The Baptism of  the Lord

January 11, 2026

Is 42:1-4, 6-7

Acts 10:34-38

Mt 3:13-17

COMMITTEES AND MISCELLANEOUS ASSIGNMENTS

ST. DENIS PARISH

    Church Cleaning for Saturday, January 10:      

Curtis & Cheryl Essner, Lana & Travis Scherer, 

Kristen Rhodes                                         

Decorating Committee  January

              Maryiln Schlosser

ST. LAWRENCE PARISH

Church Cleaning for Friday, January 9:

Chairman: Jason & Elizabeth Glastetter

Josh & Sonya Glastetter, Allan & Theresa Green, 

Randal Grojean

       



ST. DENIS ANNOUNCEMENTS ST. LAWRENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY: OUR LADY OF FATIMA VISITATION

January 4 – Mary B. Glastetter
January 11-Theresa Essner

CONTACT LINDSY AT 573-545-3017 OR

LINDSY@STDENISBENTON.ORG

WEEKDAY MASS SECURITY
In light of recent tragic events that have occurred, please 

note that on school days when Mass is held at St. Denis 

(Wednesday-Friday), there will be a period of time where 

the exterior church doors are locked for safety. They will be 

locked from 8:00am through the conclusion of Mass.

Of course, we desire everyone to still be able to attend Mass, 

so please ensure arrival before 8:00am, or you may check-in 

at the school office to be let in. Thank you for your 

cooperation in ensuring the safety of our school community!

JANUARY 1ST HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Mass Times will be As Follows:

December 31st 4:00pm at St. Lawrence

January 1st  8:00am at St. Lawrence 

   10:00am at St. Denis

Please remember that this is a Holy Day of  

Obligation. As a gentle reminder, if  Mass on this day 

is missed, one should seek the Sacrament of  

Confession before receiving the Eucharist.

OCIA 2026-2027: If  you know anyone interested in 

knowing more about the Catholic faith, and may wish 

to become Catholic, please invite them to the first OCIA 

meeting on Sunday September 7, at 5 PM in the          

St. Denis  Cafeteria!

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER   
    
      

CHANGING OFFICE HOURS- Please note that 

beginning January 2nd, the St. Denis Parish 

Office will open at 8:30am instead of  

8:00am.Closing hours remain the same: 

4:00pm on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and 

12:00pm on Fridays. The office doors will not 

be opened before or after these times (unless 

you have a scheduled meeting with Father). 

Any requests that cannot be completed during 

office hours may be scheduled for the next 

business day. Thank you for your 

understanding!

ATTENTION CRAFT VENDORS & LOVERS     
St. Denis Home & School will host the 26th Annual “Winter Wonderland of 
Treasures” craft show Saturday, December 6, from  8 AM -2 PM in the 
Parish Center. We welcome all talents, such as woodworking, art, 
jewelry, soaps, candles, signs, personalized items and more! Booth 
rental for an 8x8 space is $30, with an additional $10 for electricity. Table 
rental is $5, or you may bring your own. If you are interested in becoming 
a vendor, text or call Crystal Gosche- 573-264-1217.

BY

THANK YOU to all who helped with the 
decorating of the Church, Old Church, and 

the Grotto. Our workers are exceptional and 
their efforts were very much appreciated.

THANK YOU to all who helped make the 
Christmas Church Tour such a beautiful 

success.  So many hands were involved in 
decorating, hanging lights, 

greeting guests, filling treat bags, preparing 
warm beverages, and providing heavenly 

music throughout the evening.  What a 
wonderful way to show our pride for 

St. Lawrence and share our blessings.  Thank 
you and Happy New Year. 

November 5th-School Board meeting- 5:30pm
November 5th-Finance Meeting-6:15pm
November 5th-Pastoral Council Meeting 7:15pm

Please Remember in Prayer: All those who are in the nursing home,                                     
and the homebound of St. Denis and St. Lawrence Parishes.

New Hamburg Euchre Tournament will be on 
January 17, 2026. Cost of admission is a $15 
donation. Doors open at 5pm. Play starts at 
6:30pm. There will be free chili and chicken 
noodle soup. You do not have to play in the 
tournament to come.

BUILDING A NEW HOUSE, OR MOVING INTO A NEW ONE? Have you ever had your house 
blessed, even if you’ve lived in it for a while? If no to any of those questions, contact Fr. Belken 
to have him come and bless your home! It is a great practice, especially as we celebrate 
Epiphany, and we welcome the Magi into the Lord’s home- and the Lord into ours!

Begging January 2026, St. Denis Parish 
Office and St. Lawrence Parish Office 
hours will be as follows: Tues. & Wed. 8:30 
am -4pm, Friday 8:30am-Noon. 

Thank you to all who attended and helped at the 
“Winter Wonderland of Treasures” Sale. The day 

was a huge success with the Home & School 
Association receiving $6,816.11.                                                         

Gift card tree  winner-Christy LeGrand
General Raffle Winners:
Beckham Koepp-Swing

Vicki LeGrand-$100 Gas Card
Carla Essner-$100 Wal-Mart Card

Yard Decor-Carolyn Hency
Christmas Decor-Tera Kelley

 50/50 recipient-Dan Williams                                       
Thank you to our Donors

Essner's Custom Butchering       LaLunada
MKay Supply                   Yvonne's

Boomland                      Berghoff’s
David Glueck                   Las Brisas

Food Giant(Chaffee & Sikeston)    Port Cape
Sam's Club                     Royal Crown

Schnuck's                      Rosati's
Suzi's Bake Shop                Krispy Kreme

Lindsy Wikle                    Pizza Inn (Sikeston)
JoAnn Easter                   China Buffet

Golden Corral

Annual St. Lawrence Sausage and Pancake 
Breakfast is Sunday, January 11, 8-11:30am
 in the Parish Center. $10 adults, $5 for kids 
ages 6-12, Five and under-FREE
Homemade sausage, eggs, pancakes 
and more! All are welcome!
Hosted by the St. Joseph Men's Sodality.
Butchering volunteers are needed Saturday, 
Jan. 10. Contact Jarret Moore for more info.

ST. DENIS MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MINISTERS: 
January 1, 10am: Lector: Linda Urhahn EM: 
Larry Urhahn  Servers: Brooklyn Legrand, 
Ethan Diebold, Volunteer Greeters/Gifts: 
Larry & Linda Urhahn

THANK YOU  to all who helped with the 
decorating of the Church. Our workers are 
exceptional and their efforts were very 
much appreciated! 

Please Note:  All announcements and inserts must be submitted in full to the    parish office by 8am 

on Wednesday morning. Any submissions after this time will be  considered for the next weekend.

ALTAR SERVERS: If you are unable to fill your role at Mass, please find a substitute                
prior to Mass. Thank you for your help-Fr. Belken

ST. DENIS PARISH MEETINGS 
JANUARY 7th 

School Board -5:30pm
Parish Pastoral Council-6pm       
Finance Meeting in February

Confirmation Meeting on Wednesday, January 7th at 7pm. If you have not done so, please 
turn in your Saint Name Report -Fr. Belken

Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Would you like to 

advertise here??

Call us at 573-

545-3864! 

The Pastor’s Pen
It is no mystery that I love shopping at home improvement stores, and one of the features I love about 

many of their chains is that they have most everything located in the same exact spot, no matter the 

location you are at. It makes shopping there reliable, even if I am out of town or visiting another store 

for another thing I need. It’s even helped me help my brothers shop every once in a while when they call 

and ask where something is!

The Magi, when we read the Gospel, ask Herod a question- “Where is this newborn King?” They had 

been guided along the way so far, and they had come to do Him homage! Notice, though, that the king is 

powerless to respond. He has to consult with others, and they give an answer, although still not as 

precise as the Magi might have liked. The Magi needed it revealed to them where this object of their 

longing was. Thankfully, they were guided, even as King Herod was ignorant.

Whether we admit it or not, we are in a world that is thirsting for Christ, above all else. They may not 

ask in words, but they do seek, and they long for Him, even if not by name. But the thing for us to ponder 

is if we actually lead people closer or not. Our actions, our disposition, and even our joy can be a guide 

towards or away from Christ. Of course, we want it to be towards Him, but perhaps that is what we can 

work on as we enter a new year- being a solid compass and source of guidance for a world in need of its 

King.

If someone asks you- where is this newborn King- will you be able to guide them with your life?

                                                                                                                             Fr. Belken

The Epiphany of the Lord
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