
St. Denis & St. Lawrence
R O M A N C A T H O L I C C H U R C H

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – FEBRUARY 1, 2026

St. Denis Parish St. Lawrence Parish

135 N. Winchester, Benton, MO 63736
PO Box 127, Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3864
Web: www.stdenisbenton.org

1001 State Highway A, New Hamburg, MO
PO Box 247, Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3317
Web: www.stlnh.org

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Belken

Office Manager: Lisa Spalding, lisa@stdenisbenton.org
Bookkeeper: Marilyn Burford 
Parish Council President: Jeff Diebold

Office Manager: Billy Ray Johnson, billyray@stlnh.org
Maintenance: Henry Beussink & Gerard Dirnberger
Parish Council President: Gary Reischman

St. Denis School Sacraments

105 N. Winchester
Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3017
Web: stdenisbenton.eduk12.net
Email: lindsy@stdenisbenton.org

Principal: Lindsy Wikle
Parish & School Maintenance: Larry Essner
School Board President: Mr. Glenn Collom

Saint Denis
Mass: Sunday at 7:00am and 10:00am

Wednesday-Friday at 8:00am
Confessions: Tuesday @ 7:00pm or by appt.

Saint Lawrence
Mass: Saturday at 4:00pm and Sunday at 8:30am

Tuesday at 6:00pm and Wednesday at 7:00am
Confessions: Saturday @ 3:15pm or by appt.

ALL SCHOOLS MASS AT NOTRE DAME REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
Congratulations, Brooks!

Blessed are the meek
 for they shall inherit the earth

mailto:lindsy@stdenisbenton.org


MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Tues

Wed.

Thu.

Fri.           

Sun.

Sun.

3

  4-8am

  5- 8am 

  6-8am

  8- 7am

  8- 10am    

Adoration 7-9pm

Jewell Graham

Eugene Fodge

No Mass

Melvin Hamm

Parish Family

LITURGICAL ROLES

Sunday February 8, 7:00am

Lector:

EM:

Servers:

 

Greet \ Gifts:

Linda Urhahn

Larry Urhahn

Brailey Ratledge, Eli Eftink,     

Daniel King

Bev Riley, Mary Ann Robert

Sunday February 8, 10:00am

Lector:

EM:

Servers:

 

Greet \ Gifts:

Leonard Weber

Leonard Weber

Jaxon & Ava Welter,             

Chloe Welter

John Welter Family

Parish Stewardship
Tithing Report will be posted next week.

Envelopes:

Loose:

Total Collection:

Weekly Est .Budget 

Difference:

$.00

$.00

$.00

$5,009.00

SAINT DENIS PARISH SAINT LAWRENCE PARISH

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs

Fri.

Sat.

Sun.

3- 6pm    

  4- 7am                 

  5- 7am

  6-7am  

  7-4pm

  8-8:30am                 

Ralph & Margie Klipfel

Alfred Kluesner

Vocations

Lorena Beussink

Gerard Essner

Parish Family

LITURGICAL ROLES

Saturday February 7, 4:00pm

Lector \ EM:

Musician:

Cantor:

Gifts:

Servers:

Ushers:

Gary Reischman

Linda Essner

Jamie Essner

 Mr. &Mrs. Steve Griffith

Tucker & Saylor Dirnberger, 

Colin Felter

Volunteers

Sunday February 8, 8:30am 

Lector / EM:

Musician:

Cantor:

Gifts:

Servers:

Ushers:

Shannon Schumer

Linda Essner

Volunteer

Mr. & Mrs. Green

 Drew, Kinsey & Ty Essner, 

Eli Holman          

Volunteers

Parish Stewardship
Tithing Report will be posted next week.

Envelopes:

Loose:

Online:

Total Collection:

$.00

$.00

$.00

$.00

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

FIFTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

February 8, 2026

Is 58:7-10

1-Cor 2: 1-5

Mt 5:1-13-16

COMMITTEES AND MISCELLANEOUS ASSIGNMENTS

ST. DENIS PARISH

    Church Cleaning for Saturday,  February 7: Lila 

Seiler, Sherry Burger, Taryn Lovett, Mary Young                                             

Decorating Committee for  January:                  

Lisa Neumeyer

            

ST. LAWRENCE PARISH

Church Cleaning for Friday, February 6:

Chairman: Steve & Denitra Holman

Jamie Belville, Derrick & Rosemary Irwin,       

Brian and Emily James

       



ST. DENIS ANNOUNCEMENTS ST. LAWRENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY: OUR LADY OF FATIMA VISITATION
February 1-Dorothy Deason

February 8-Margaret Heuring
CONTACT LINDSY AT 573-545-3017 OR

LINDSY@STDENISBENTON.ORG

JANUARY 1ST HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Mass Times will be As Follows:

December 31st 4:00pm at St. Lawrence

January 1st  8:00am at St. Lawrence 

   10:00am at St. Denis

Please remember that this is a Holy Day of  

Obligation. As a gentle reminder, if  Mass on this day 

is missed, one should seek the Sacrament of  

Confession before receiving the Eucharist.

OCIA 2026-2027: If  you know anyone interested in 

knowing more about the Catholic faith, and may wish 

to become Catholic, please invite them to the first OCIA 

meeting on Sunday September 7, at 5 PM in the          

St. Denis  Cafeteria!

ATTENTION CRAFT VENDORS & LOVERS     
St. Denis Home & School will host the 26th Annual “Winter Wonderland of 
Treasures” craft show Saturday, December 6, from  8 AM -2 PM in the 
Parish Center. We welcome all talents, such as woodworking, art, 
jewelry, soaps, candles, signs, personalized items and more! Booth 
rental for an 8x8 space is $30, with an additional $10 for electricity. Table 
rental is $5, or you may bring your own. If you are interested in becoming 
a vendor, text or call Crystal Gosche- 573-264-1217.

BY

THANK YOU to all who helped with the 
decorating of the Church, Old Church, and 

the Grotto. Our workers are exceptional and 
their efforts were very much appreciated.

THANK YOU to all who helped make the 
Christmas Church Tour such a beautiful 

success.  So many hands were involved in 
decorating, hanging lights, 

greeting guests, filling treat bags, preparing 
warm beverages, and providing heavenly 

music throughout the evening.  What a 
wonderful way to show our pride for 

St. Lawrence and share our blessings.  Thank 
you and Happy New Year. 

November 5th-School Board meeting- 5:30pm
November 5th-Finance Meeting-6:15pm
November 5th-Pastoral Council Meeting 7:15pm

Please Remember in Prayer: Ronnie Burford, Jasmine Elkins, 
Kristin Horn & Baby Violet, Amy Proctor, Diane Urhahn 

BUILDING A NEW HOUSE, OR MOVING INTO A NEW ONE? Have you ever had your house 
blessed, even if you’ve lived in it for a while? If no to any of those questions, contact Fr. Belken 
to have him come and bless your home! It is a great practice, especially as we celebrate 
Epiphany, and we welcome the Magi into the Lord’s home- and the Lord into ours!

MO-Scholars applications close on April 
2nd, visit brightfuturesfund.org/springfield-
cape-girardeau to apply for a scholarship 
to St. Denis Catholic School! Call or email 

Mrs. Wikle with any questions!

ST. DENIS MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MINISTERS: 
January 1, 10am: Lector: Linda Urhahn EM: 
Larry Urhahn  Servers: Brooklyn Legrand, 
Ethan Diebold, Volunteer Greeters/Gifts: 
Larry & Linda Urhahn

ST. LAWRENCE PARISHIONERS: PLEASE, 
PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN FRONT OF THE 

RECTORY GARAGE- AT ANY TIME! 

Please Note:  All announcements and inserts must be submitted in full to the    

parish office by 8am on Wednesday morning. Any submissions after this time 

will be  considered for the next weekend.
ALTAR SERVERS: If you are 

unable to fill your role at 
Mass, please find a 

substitute  prior to Mass. 
Thank you for your help-Fr. 

Belken

Ladies’ Meeting Wed. January 21, 6pm         
Men’s Meeting Schedule Change to       

Wed. January 21,  6:30pm

Christmas Decorations: 
Sunday February 1, St. 
Lawrence will take down 
Christmas decorations 
after 8:30am  Mass, and 
St. Denis will take down 
Christmas Decorations 
after 10am Mass. We 
would appreciate all  
available help!

“Thank you to all  families of Circle 3 who 
helped clean church in January.  We truly 
appreciate your support.  Bev and Diane “

Please bring in any old 
palms to be burned by 

Fr. Belken to use for Ash 
Wednesday. Baskets 

will be in the foyer at  St. 
Denis and St. Lawrence.

St Denis Men's Breakfast
Sunday February 8, 7:30-11:30 AM 

All you can EAT
Good Will Donation

Homemade Pork Sausage, Ham, 
Eggs, Biscuits & Gravy & Fruit Salad

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed under 
CC BY

St. Lawrence Brown Bag Fundraiser
Mark your calendar for the St. Lawrence Brown 
Bag Fundraiser on Sunday, March 1st.
Pre-order by Feb. 15th.  Pick up time on March 
1st is 10:30am to Noon. Price is $15.00.  Pay at 
time of pick up.  Cash or check accepted only!                
12 oz. Chicken and Dumplings, Slaw, Green 
Beans, Roll and Cookie. When ordering, please 
include your name, contact phone number and 
the number of carry outs needed. You can 
Email:  karaking43@hotmail.com respond on St. 
Anne’s Sodality Facebook page, drop off form at 
Parish Office or give to parishioner to order!

St. Anne’s Sodality: The next meeting will be 
Thursday, February 5. Our Rosary will be at 
6:00pm and meeting at 6:15pm. Refreshment 
Committee: Chairperson Glenda Enderle, 
Rhonda Enderle, Carolyn Enderle, Carla Essner 
and Amy Essner

There will be No First Saturday Mass this coming week, as 

Fr. Belken will be across the Diocese assisting the Bishop.
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Would you like to 

advertise here??

Call us at 573-

545-3864! 

The Pastor’s Pen Having False Humility

If you ever visit the location of the Lord’s Nativity, there is an odd entrance door. While most other 

doors would be large and grand, this one is actually very small, and makes you stoop over to enter in. 

It’s an odd thing- and when our tour guide explained why it made a lot of sense- you have to humble 

yourself to behold the mystery beyond this door properly. That, honestly, could be said of any of the 

mysteries that our faith has contained in it- we have to have humility to properly understand any of 

them at all.

Yet, notice, there are always a couple of flavors of humility that are possible- true humility and false 

humility. True humility is a virtue. It is putting ourselves in a proper place in reference to our Creator. 

We recognize how lowly we are, and yet how kindly we are treated and how much we are loved. It is a 

recognition that we do not deserve what we have, and yet we are given so much!

False humility on the other hand seeks to be “humble” for recognition. It is putting ourselves in places 

that make us appear lowly, but we are not in fact ready to “stoop” to enter the door of faith, but are 

doing it only to make ourselves appear better. What is the difference of the two? Who the humility 

makes us pay attention to- God or ourselves. If  we pay attention to God because of our humility, we are 

on the right track.

May we thus always approach our Lord this way- willing to stoop down to enter the doors of faith to be 

closer to Him, and less full of ourselves.   -Fr. Belken         

                                                       Fr. Belken
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