
St. Denis & St. Lawrence
R O M A N C A T H O L I C C H U R C H

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT – MARCH 1, 2026

St. Denis Parish St. Lawrence Parish

135 N. Winchester, Benton, MO 63736
PO Box 127, Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3864
Web: www.stdenisbenton.org

1001 State Highway A, New Hamburg, MO
PO Box 247, Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3317
Web: www.stlnh.org

Pastor: Rev. Daniel Belken

Office Manager: Mrs. Lisa Spalding, lisa@stdenisbenton.org

Bookkeeper: Mrs. Marilyn Burford 
Parish Council President: Mr. Jeff Diebold

Office Manager: Mr. Billy Ray Johnson, billyray@stlnh.org
Maintenance: Mr. Henry Beussink & Mr. Gerard Dirnberger
Parish Council President: Mr. Gary Reischman

St. Denis School Sacraments

105 N. Winchester
Benton, MO 63736

Phone: 573-545-3017
Web: stdenisbenton.eduk12.net
Email: lindsy@stdenisbenton.org

Principal: Mrs. Lindsy Wikle
Parish & School Maintenance: Mr. Larry Essner
School Board President: Mr. Glenn Collom

Saint Denis
Mass: Sunday at 7:00am and 10:00am

Wednesday-Friday at 8:00am
Confessions: Tuesday @ 7:00pm or by appt.

Saint Lawrence
Mass: Saturday at 4:00pm and Sunday at 8:30am

Tuesday at 6:00pm and Wednesday at 7:00am
Confessions: Saturday @ 3:15pm or by appt.

ALL SCHOOLS MASS AT NOTRE DAME REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

mailto:lindsy@stdenisbenton.org


MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Tues

Wed.

Thu.

Fri.    

Sat.   

Sun.

Sun.

3

  4-8am

  5- 8am 

  6-8am

  7-8am

  8-7am

  8-10am    

Adoration 7:30-9pm

Catherine Young

Bert Essner

Melissa Shively

Brian Vetter

Charles & Delphine Backfisch

Parish Family

LITURGICAL ROLES

Sunday March 8, 7:00am

Lector:

EM:

Servers:

 

Greet\ Gifts:

Betty Essner 

Larry Essner   

Jaxon & Ava Welter 

Chloe Welter

Larry & Betty Essner  

Sunday March 8, 10:00am

Lector:

EM:

Servers:

 

Greet\ Gifts:

Gera LeGrand 

Gera LeGrand 

Alexander, Gabriel & 

Roslen Mack

Vanessa Koepp, Bryce Morgan

Parish Stewardship
February 22, 2026

Envelopes:

Loose:

Total Collection:

Weekly Est .Budget 

Difference:

$5,005.00

$157.00

$5,162.00

$5,009.00

+$153.00

SAINT DENIS PARISH SAINT LAWRENCE PARISH

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs

Fri.

Sat.

Sun.

3- 6pm    

  4- 7am                 

  5- 7am

  6-7am  

  7-4pm   

  8-8:30am                 

Bernice Reinagel

Coonie Essner

Herman Dirnberger Family

Arnold & Christina Dirnberger

Liv/Dec Mbrs Al & Rose Kern

Parish Family

LITURGICAL ROLES

Saturday March 7, 4:00pm

Lector \ EM:

Musician:

Cantor:

Gifts:

Servers:

Gary Reischman

Krista Kluesner

Krista Kluesner

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Joe Heuring

Owen Asmus, Colin Felter,

Mila Burger

Sunday March 8, 8:30am 

Lector / EM:

Musician:

Cantor:

Gifts:

Servers:

Shannon Schumer

Krista Kluesner

Krista Kluesner

Mr. & Mrs. Jared Holloway

Leelyn & Oliver Walter,

Vanellope DeShaney

Parish Stewardship
February 22, 2026

Envelopes:

Loose:

Online:

Total Collection:

$2,215.00

$123.00

$195.00

$2,533.00

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY-MARCH 8, 2026 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Exodus 17:3-7

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8

John 4:5-42

ST. DENIS PARISH

    Church Cleaning for Saturday, March 7:   

Carole Messmer, Ann Bond, Julie Burger, 

Rebecca Burger 

Decorating Committee-March:  Beth Uelsmann

            
       

ST. LAWRENCE PARISH

Church Cleaning for Friday, March 6: 

Chairman: Floyd & Carol Klipfel                                 

Zac & Amanda Johnson, Billy & Stacy Johnson, 

Dale Kern, Neal Kern



ST. DENIS ANNOUNCEMENTS ST. LAWRENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY: OUR LADY OF FATIMA VISITATION
March 1-Jackie Griffith

March 8-Pat Moore
CONTACT LINDSY AT 573-545-3017 OR

LINDSY@STDENISBENTON.ORG

JANUARY 1ST HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Mass Times will be As Follows:

December 31st 4:00pm at St. Lawrence

January 1st  8:00am at St. Lawrence 

   10:00am at St. Denis

Please remember that this is a Holy Day of  

Obligation. As a gentle reminder, if  Mass on this day 

is missed, one should seek the Sacrament of  

Confession before receiving the Eucharist.

OCIA 2026-2027: If  you know anyone interested in 

knowing more about the Catholic faith, and may wish 

to become Catholic, please invite them to the first OCIA 

meeting on Sunday September 7, at 5 PM in the          

St. Denis  Cafeteria!

ATTENTION CRAFT VENDORS & LOVERS     
St. Denis Home & School will host the 26th Annual “Winter Wonderland of 
Treasures” craft show Saturday, December 6, from  8 AM -2 PM in the 
Parish Center. We welcome all talents, such as woodworking, art, 
jewelry, soaps, candles, signs, personalized items and more! Booth 
rental for an 8x8 space is $30, with an additional $10 for electricity. Table 
rental is $5, or you may bring your own. If you are interested in becoming 
a vendor, text or call Crystal Gosche- 573-264-1217.

BY

THANK YOU to all who helped with the 
decorating of the Church, Old Church, and 

the Grotto. Our workers are exceptional and 
their efforts were very much appreciated.

THANK YOU to all who helped make the 
Christmas Church Tour such a beautiful 

success.  So many hands were involved in 
decorating, hanging lights, 

greeting guests, filling treat bags, preparing 
warm beverages, and providing heavenly 

music throughout the evening.  What a 
wonderful way to show our pride for 

St. Lawrence and share our blessings.  Thank 
you and Happy New Year. 

November 5th-School Board meeting- 5:30pm
November 5th-Finance Meeting-6:15pm
November 5th-Pastoral Council Meeting 7:15pm

Please Remember in Prayer:   Mary Beth Evans, Roger Glueck,  John Lix

BUILDING A NEW HOUSE, OR MOVING INTO A NEW ONE? Have you ever had your house 
blessed, even if you’ve lived in it for a while? If no to any of those questions, contact Fr. Belken 
to have him come and bless your home! It is a great practice, especially as we celebrate 
Epiphany, and we welcome the Magi into the Lord’s home- and the Lord into ours!

MO-Scholars applications close on April 2nd, 
visit brightfuturesfund.org/springfield-cape-

girardeau to apply for a scholarship to St. 
Denis Catholic School! Call or email 

Mrs. Wikle with any questions!

ST. DENIS MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MINISTERS: 
January 1, 10am: Lector: Linda Urhahn EM: 
Larry Urhahn  Servers: Brooklyn Legrand, 
Ethan Diebold, Volunteer Greeters/Gifts: 
Larry & Linda Urhahn

ST. LAWRENCE PARISHIONERS: PLEASE, 
PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN FRONT OF THE 

RECTORY GARAGE- AT ANY TIME! 

Please Note:  All announcements and inserts must be submitted in 

full to the    parish office by 8am on Wednesday morning. Any 

submissions after this time will be  considered for the next weekend.

Ladies’ Meeting Wed. January 21, 6pm         
Men’s Meeting Schedule Change to       

Wed. January 21,  6:30pm

St. Lawrence Brown Bag Fundraiser March 1st  
Pre-order by Feb. 15th.  10:30am to Noon-
pickup.  Cash or check accepted only!  12 oz. 
Chicken & Dumplings, Slaw, Green Beans, Roll & 
Cookie. Email:  karaking43@hotmail.com 
Respond on St. Anne’s Sodality Facebook page, 
drop off form at Parish Office or give to 
parishioner to order!

Reminder: All Fridays of  Lent are days of  Abstinence- meaning that they are meatless. This is binding 

from all Catholics over the age of  14 years old!

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES

February 18 7am (Workers “short” Mass)@ SL , 8am at SD , 7pm at SD

Confirmandi- please remember you are attending the 7pm in place of  our usual class

Don’t forget- this is a day of  fasting (18+) and abstinence (14+) for all Catholics

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Fridays of  Lent, 1pm at St. Denis (with school), 7pm at St. Lawrence

Confessions will follow immediately after the Stations at each parish.

LENTEN MISSION - “FULLY ALIVE”
Tuesdays of  Lent at 7pm in St. Denis Church

Come join us during this Lent for very short sessions (<30 mins each) to receive 

encouragement on how to become more fully alive this Lent!
Optional times of  Adoration and Confessions follow until 9pm.

Signup sheet is in the back of church for 
working the Church’s Lenten Fish Fry on  
March 6th.

Attention all bakers of/for St Denis. This 
year, an 8.8” keepsake wooden spoon with 
the handle inscribed  “2026 St Denis 
Dinner Auction Sweet Treats Winner” will 
be awarded to the baker whose item has 
the highest bid in this auction.  
Let’s make the 2026 Sweet Treats Auction 

Out of this World!   

Sincerely, Crystal Gosche

Oran Jaycees will host fish fries in Feb., March and 

April. In Feb., the dates are Feb. 13, 20 and 27. In 

March, the dates are March 6, 13, 20 and 27. April 3 

will be the final fish fry. Each fish fry will take place at 

Oran Jaycee Hall, 200 N. Haw St. in Oran, Mo. Dine-in 

is $16/plate, take-out is $14/plate, kids under 12 dine-
in is $10 and kids under 6 dine-in is free

“Sweet Treats” 
may be dropped off at school in the 
7th & 8th grade classroom  Friday, 
March 6 , 2 PM- 6 PM or Saturday, 

March 7,  10 AM-Noon.

St. Denis Dinner Auction News:
Limited Tickets Available!

 Date: March 7th

To Purchase Tickets
Contact Natalie Eftink at 573-887-1317

“Thank you to all the parishioners in Circle 
4 for all your help in keeping the church 
clean. You are greatly appreciated.”   JoAnn

Rabies Vaccination Clinic- Saturday, 
April 18-  { $15 shots} 11 AM-Noon

-New Hamburg ballpark pavilion behind old 
school

-Dr. Brian Heuring and Cape Small Animal 
Clinic will administer the discounted pet 
vaccines. Debit/credit cards accepted as 
WiFi allows, cash, or checks please.

St. Lawrence Daddy Daughter Dance
Saturday, March 28, 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM

St. Lawrence Parish Center                                 
Theme: Denim & Diamonds

Deadline: March 21-Cost: $20 per person
Late Registration (after March 21):

 $25 per person
For  questions  please contact
Ashley Lasters: 573-887-1383 
Ashley Dirnberger: 573-837-7763

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Would you like to 

advertise here??

Call us at 573-

545-3864! 

The Pastor’s Pen Temptations

We’ve all heard the phrase “the devil made me do it!” Now, usually that is said in jest, but there is a spiritual reality to 

part of this- the devil is always at work trying to make us slip and fall. Now, he can’t force us to do anything, but it is 

true he desires us to fail.

The temptations of Jesus can be a little confusing, because it seems very odd that the devil would have the audacity to 

tempt Jesus. He does- partially because of his own pride, but also because of him misunderstanding the humanity of 

Jesus and its interaction with His divinity. He expected Jesus to be easier to tempt. It is still a very odd situation 

because we would not expect him to be so brazen- but he is the one who thought himself better than God!

For us, as we look at the temptations- we should be aware of two realities: first, that our humanity struggles much 

more than Jesus, because we struggle with concupiscence (the desire and predisposition to sin). The other factor that 

we should be aware of is that our set of temptations is unique and particular to each of us. While the devil cannot 

read our thoughts he can watch us and send us temptations and things to get us away from God, and in ways that we 

may struggle with more than others. He will watch our weaknesses and will use them against us! We do have 

something better though- and that is the strength and grace that Jesus gives us.

This Sunday, as we watch Jesus being tempted in the desert, may we be filled with strength and resilience against sin, 

and the awareness the devil really does want us to do it- even if he cannot force us to “do it!”

              -Fr. Belken

(573)-334-5073
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